Chapter Eight
PONT-AVEN AND PARIS

After more than six months Gauguin could no longer bear
the misery of his life in Paris and he decided to leave for the
country, choosing a small town near the sea, Pont-Avcn, near
Lorient in the Finist&e district of Brittany, where there was
a colony of painters and where the cost of living was reported
to be low* He had, at last, a little money from the sale of a
few pictures, but not enough to be able to take Clovis with
him. To Mette he wrote reassuringly: "I received, the other
day, news of Clovis, It seems that he is as well as it is possible
to imagine* I am in need of so much, and if I had had the money
I would have brought him here. The poor boy will not have
had any holidays, but one can only do what one can in this
world * . * It is extraordinary how well I am in the middle of
all this bother, I have never had so much energy. When I do
fall, it will be doubtless all of a sudden/'
Certain of those who knew Gauguin well and who wrote
later about him have imagined that he was the son of a Breton
father and that by choosing Brittany he was fulfilling a desire
to go to the country of his ancestors, which was not at all the
case* Some have seen in this move a determination to seek out,
in what he imagined to be a country of archaic customs, a
new atmosphere and surroundings different from the over-
civilised world that he knew* Charles Morice has said that
when he enquired the reason, Gauguin replied that it was
"sadness" that had caused him to go there* After the appalling
conditions under which he had had to live in Paris it is un-
likely that the "sadness" of his condition or die supposed
"sadness" of Brittany would have been a determining factor
in his choice. The undeniable mournfulness of the Brittany
landscape that he came to appreciate may have influenced
him in his desire to return there a second time, and it is more